
Law & Justice

Linda Jumah sentenced to proation, home con�nement for tax

evasion

 LANA KNOPP

March 14, 2018 at 2:51 PM

Newark, NJ—The co-owner of political fundraising and consulting compan lite trategies LLC, who

organized Newark Maor Ras araka's "Maor's all," will not e serving an jail time for under-reporting

income that she received in 2015 after �ling a false federal personal income tax return.
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Linda Jumah, 35, of Newark, was sentenced Wednesda in federal court to three ears of proation, eight

months of which will e spent in home con�nement.

Jumah will now have to wear a location monitoring device and will e restricted to her home, with the

exception of travel for work, church and medical care.

Jumah was also ordered to pa $19,633 in restitution to the IR, along with a $20,000 penalt, oth of which

can e paid in monthl installments.

Chief U.. District Judge Jose Linares noted the need to impose a deterrent and warned Jumah that a violation

of the terms of her sentence could result in jail time.

To date, Jumah has paid ack $20,000 to the IR.

Linares told Jumah that the court was cognizant of the fact that the government has noted "that there was no

excuse for her crimes," also citing Jumah’s prior rushes with the law and calling her past “sketch.”

“Defendant shows a level of disrespect for the law and speci�call for authorit,” Linares said of Jumah.

Jumah, who pleaded guilt to tax evasion in Novemer, admitted that after sharing proceeds with usiness

partner and lite trategies CO Kiuri Tucker, she under-reported $121,941 in income for the 2015 tax ear,

resulting in a tax loss of $39,633.

The tax evasion charge potentiall carried a maximum penalt of �ve ears in prison and a $250,000 �ne.

Juman's defense attorne Roert tahl asked the court to show lenienc ased on Jumah’s past work in the

cit, noting her “dedication and devotion” to help support underprivileged women in Newark.
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The tax evasion charge potentiall carried a maximum penalt of �ve ears in prison and a $250,000 �ne.

Juman's defense attorne Roert tahl asked the court to show lenienc ased on Jumah’s past work in the

cit, noting her “dedication and devotion” to help support underprivileged women in Newark.

“he has een honest and forthright,” tahl said. “he has remorse and has genuine acceptance of

responsiilit.”

tahl also noted that former New Jerse Governor Jim McGreeve, who was present in the courtroom and

warml hugged Jumah, had o�ered to allow her to work in his prisoner reentr program.

In 2013, McGreeve was appointed executive director of Jerse Cit's mploment and Training Program

(JCTP), which provides re-entr coaching for those released from prison.

“Ms. Jumah is a woman of great promise and compassion,” tahl said. “he has come up from a di�cult

situation,” he said, noting that Jumah’s famil was "not wealth" and had once lived in a rent-controlled

apartment. “he has done so much for so man for so long and we’re asking Your Honor to help Linda in this

matter. Incarcerating her would make it that much more di cult for her to pa ack the mone.”

tahl also said the pulicit has taken its toll on Jumah.

“The newspaper articles…have een stressful...these articles that ou would not normall see in a tax case,” he

said, noting that the pulicit was due to Jumah’s "political relationships.”

tahl did not speci� the relationships, ut in Decemer, Jumah posted a picture of herself with araka on

Faceook, which showed the two looking coz in matching pajamas.
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Fulop supported araka in the 2014 maoral election and araka, in turn, supported Fulop's guernatorial run,

which was aorted last ear efore it could e o�ciall launched.

Jumah addressed the court, stating her “sincere regret” for her actions.

“I have disappointed m famil, friends and colleagues,” she said, noting that she now attends church several

times a week. “I’m a ver private person and I’ve had to go through this tring time ver pulicl. I know m life

will never again e the same.”

lite trategies organized the 2016 "Maor's all," an annual $1,000-a-seat gala fundraiser, has sent out an

email last for Team araka and has issued statements on ehalf of the maor.

In 2011, Jumah launched Luxe Newark, a women’s clothing outique located on Halse t., alluding in a

newspaper interview the possiilit of opening a second location in her parents’ native countr of Ghana. The

store closed permanentl just a few ears later.

Jumah, who served as a district leader in Newark’s outh Ward eginning in 2008, pulicl supported then-

Councilman Ras araka when she put out a 300-word email last in 2014.

Jumah was nominated  araka in 2014 to the Alcohol everage Control oard ut was replaced just two

ears later.

Last ear, Cit Hall issued a press release announcing that the Newark Department of Recreation would e

joining “entrepreneur Linda Jumah” in hosting the inaugural “Afro eat Fest” in Militar Park in downtown

Newark.

Cit pokesperson Frank ara� did not respond immediatel to a request for comment on Jumah's sentence.
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Tucker admitted that he used the ATM card assigned to The Centre for what was descried in court as taking

out "a stead stream of funds" falsel for the ene�t of the child care center. Instead, Tucker used the card to

pa for personal expenses. These expenses included more than $165,000 for costs generated from travel to

several states, including Hawaii and Nevada, as well as gamling expenses.

Tucker also used more than $95,000 of the child care center's funds for personal expenses, including costs

generated  personal travel, home furnishings, art and gamling, a including personal cash advances at a

casino in Atlantic Cit.

In total, Tucker defrauded The Centre of more than $332,000 from 2012 through 2015, according to court

documents.

Tucker also admitted that while an emploee of the Passaic Valle ewerage Commission (PVC), a jo that

paid him more than $90,000 per ear, he underreported income generated as part of his partnership in lite

trategies, including funds that he split with Jumah.

© Copyright 2018 TAP into LLC, All rights reserved.
 TAPinto.net is not affiliated in any way with Alternative Press magazine, an alternative rock 
magazine. To visit Alternative Press magazine, visit www.altpress.com or click here.

https://www.tapinto.net/
http://www.altpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tapinto.net%2Ftowns%2Fnewark%2Farticles%2Flinda-jumah-sentenced-to-probation-home-confinem&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0&app_id=1883897348500567



