Star-Zedner 1.,

Everything Jersey

ESSEX COUNTY

Mayor's friend gets slap on the wrist in tax
fraud scheme
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Linda Jumah, a political consultant and close friend of Newark
Mayor Ras Baraka, was sentenced to three years' probation
Wednesday by a federal judge who cautioned her to stay on the
straight and narrow.

Under a plea agreement negotiated with the U.S. Attorney's
Office, Jumah in November admitted she cheated the
government out of $40,000 in taxes by underreporting money
she earned from her consulting and fundraising business.
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Jumah was president of Elite Strategies, LLC

which was contracted by the city of Newark and the Newark
Community Economic Development Corporation (NCEDC) -- the
city's redevelopment arm.

Her partner and chief executive officer of the firm, Kiburi Tucker,
later also pleaded guilty to underreporting his income and
embezzling money from The Centre, Inc., a nonprofit he

ran. Tucker will be sentenced next month.

Addressing the court, Jumah said her choices had not only
affected her personally, "but has embarrased my family."

"I hope | can regain their trust and respect,” Jumah said.

Chief U.S. District Judge Jose Linares said he would order a
portion of Jumah's probation be served under home
confinement, and fined her $20,000, to be repaid after she
makes full restitution.

Linares said that while the charge to which Jumah pleaded guilty
carries a maximum potential sentence of five years in prison,
federal sentencing guidelines recommended options of six to 12
months of incarceration, probation and/or home confinement.
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In asking Linares to avoid imposing prison time, defense
attorney Robert Stahl said publicity about her case had already
taken a toll on Jumah, who is currently looking for full-time
employment that would allow her to make restitution.

Stahl said former New Jersey governor Jim McGreevey -- who
sat with Jumah's family in courtroom -- had offered to let her
work at the New Jersey Reentry Corporation, the statewide non-
profit he runs that helps recently released prisoners find
employment.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jihee Gillian Suh, who handled the case
with Assistant U.S. Attorney Jacques Pierre, said that although
Jumah had no prior criminal convictions, she had received a
disciplinary letter in her file as a state employee and had past
brushes with the law.

Linares cautioned Jumah that if she violated the terms of her
probation, she could end up being incarcerated on a new charge
for the violation.

Most recently, Jumah worked as a manager for Jersey City's
Department of Health and Human Services. She was hired
in November 2016 and earned $75,000. After Jumah pleaded
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guilty to tax evasion, Jersey City suspended her without pay; she
no longer works with the city, a spokeswoman confirmed.

Jumah also helped organize Newark's Afro Beat Fest last July
that Baraka resurrected and renamed. It was previously
named "Africa Newark" but the annual event stopped in 2006
after it lost city support.

City contracts

Jumah's company, Elite Strategies, was involved with several
Newark entities, providing services to the city, Baraka's
campaign and the quasi-governmental agency responsible for
city redevelopment.

The NCEDC hired Elite Strategies in 2014 for $111,500, according
to a contract obtained through a public records request. The
work included $48,000 to create a media strategy and plan,
$10,000 for publication strategies and $14,000 for website
recommended enhancements. Payments typically ranged from
$200-$250 an hour, according to the contract.

The contract was signed by the NCEDC's former president, Otis
Rolley who was ousted in 2016 amid guestions surrounding
bonus payments and financial reports. Aisha Glover, who now
runs the NCEDC, said the agency does not have any existing
contracts with Elite Strategies and has not worked with

the consulting company since she took the helm.
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Glover added that Elite's contract was competitively bid and the
company was picked because it was a local and minority-owned
firm within the proposed budget.

The city of Newark also paid Elite Strategies $26,500

for billboard design, printing services, outreach and other jobs
between Sept. 2014 and Dec. 2015. The work was awarded under
open market procedures which allow the purchasing officer to
solicit bids and select the lowest responsible bidder, a city
spokesman previously said.

Elite Strategies helped plan the 2016 Mayor's Ball and other
events for Baraka's campaign but is no longer involved.

Baraka said Tucker and Jumah are close friends whom he has
known for decades. "They have a company together, they made
some errors and they're paying for it," Baraka told NJ Advance

Media recently. "Definitely it affects me because they're my
friends."

But Baraka said their actions were unrelated to city governance.
"It had nothing to do with the functioning of the city, the
management of the city. It has nothing to do with the functioning
of the campaign, the management of the campaign,"” he said. "It
has absolutely nothing to do with things that are happening in
Newark."

"It's their own money, it's their own business," he added.


http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2016/03/ousted_newark_development_chief_confronts_city_cou.html
http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2017/11/city_paid_26500_to_consultants_who_admitted_to_tax.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CwYawwOSpWoGVOYfxogb52IOoCeT10eNQldn32t0G3tkeEAEgt8jTRygCYMn-94q0pNgPyAEB4AIAqAMByAOaBKoEgwJP0PPio5oMYSlwJNy2-xE_PotuQb9nZAKWFwxzpvsqtJU7hcMWSfttDGVaNkniW3yWvGwFUFozIQPqytD6ZIJOVYkaajX3xK-El6lFzawPUHeJas7OywQUh-ST7Ct9uSpx9AbG0LIPxnQ8wqoShL_IWHSC0PTjZi9zEmz22wGojwd47kg2CWoisqEcELUHwjKkV5J-SerIUIxg53-ufZSSi44uXsNMMAgi9JyP7mY7GgV4GVk9UseEm3TzWvDahZckm-KgqBzc9bvxocoAXuzzbwuUvVoCGCMMEKFIjhIHyguhlinMHBm01Q-sbbMqRbCROZYqf1Gp0fz5bS3o4XBNhMbp4AQBoAZRgAea3r92qAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgAEQARgBsQlLcJQdxVOr4YAKA9gTAg&num=1&sig=AOD64_3GCiGHmPDy48wDDvjGy_-pmHI7Ng&client=ca-pub-2937494567949278&adurl=http://pleaseelite4.com/through6/%3Fa%3DUS1ny14-dt%26m%3Dwww.nj.com%26url%3Dhttps://play.google.com/store/books/details/Karen_Kingsbury_Leaving%253Fid%253Dfa8Ilo7DVW4C
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CwYawwOSpWoGVOYfxogb52IOoCeT10eNQldn32t0G3tkeEAEgt8jTRygCYMn-94q0pNgPyAEB4AIAqAMByAOaBKoEgwJP0PPio5oMYSlwJNy2-xE_PotuQb9nZAKWFwxzpvsqtJU7hcMWSfttDGVaNkniW3yWvGwFUFozIQPqytD6ZIJOVYkaajX3xK-El6lFzawPUHeJas7OywQUh-ST7Ct9uSpx9AbG0LIPxnQ8wqoShL_IWHSC0PTjZi9zEmz22wGojwd47kg2CWoisqEcELUHwjKkV5J-SerIUIxg53-ufZSSi44uXsNMMAgi9JyP7mY7GgV4GVk9UseEm3TzWvDahZckm-KgqBzc9bvxocoAXuzzbwuUvVoCGCMMEKFIjhIHyguhlinMHBm01Q-sbbMqRbCROZYqf1Gp0fz5bS3o4XBNhMbp4AQBoAZRgAea3r92qAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgAEQARgBsQlLcJQdxVOr4YAKA9gTAg&num=1&sig=AOD64_3GCiGHmPDy48wDDvjGy_-pmHI7Ng&client=ca-pub-2937494567949278&adurl=http://pleaseelite4.com/through6/%3Fa%3DUS1ny14-dt%26m%3Dwww.nj.com%26url%3Dhttps://play.google.com/store/books/details/Karen_Kingsbury_Leaving%253Fid%253Dfa8Ilo7DVW4C
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CO9kNwOSpWoGVOYfxogb52IOoCZi-37pP_-fRn8ECwL2ItAMQAiC3yNNHKAJgyf73irSk2A_IAQHgAgCoAwHIA5oEqgSCAk_Q84Sqmg9hKXAk3Lb7ET8-i25Bv2dkApYXDHOm-yq0lTuFwxZJ-20MZVo2SeJbfJa8bAVQWjMhA-rK0Ppkgk5ViRpqNffEr4SXqUXNrA9Qd4lqzs7LBBSH5JPsK325KnH0BsbQsg_GdDzCqhKEv8hYdILQ9ONmL3MSbPbbAaiPB3juSDYJaiKyoRwQtQfUNoH_eZZB2MRcg2Hida5wkjAYbc3FWK_T48lUFU0Fo_r17uaNuNaRAmlw31isBtuHl2AqFIOJnVwATfJhCgijGrAvDZJIrAEQKwzlV0uKFgc__aKWKcjQ1bEG2Kt_o8qjYbAeCryYwKbMcj6oJapDGKpUzOAEAYAH37PJQKgHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIABEAEYAbEJ9gANtS-NciiACgPYEwI&num=2&sig=AOD64_2nP70ELfoAL5SLKiZHlCbtmw5ELA&client=ca-pub-2937494567949278&adurl=http://www.endofelm.com/brunch-morristown-end-of-elm/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CO9kNwOSpWoGVOYfxogb52IOoCZi-37pP_-fRn8ECwL2ItAMQAiC3yNNHKAJgyf73irSk2A_IAQHgAgCoAwHIA5oEqgSCAk_Q84Sqmg9hKXAk3Lb7ET8-i25Bv2dkApYXDHOm-yq0lTuFwxZJ-20MZVo2SeJbfJa8bAVQWjMhA-rK0Ppkgk5ViRpqNffEr4SXqUXNrA9Qd4lqzs7LBBSH5JPsK325KnH0BsbQsg_GdDzCqhKEv8hYdILQ9ONmL3MSbPbbAaiPB3juSDYJaiKyoRwQtQfUNoH_eZZB2MRcg2Hida5wkjAYbc3FWK_T48lUFU0Fo_r17uaNuNaRAmlw31isBtuHl2AqFIOJnVwATfJhCgijGrAvDZJIrAEQKwzlV0uKFgc__aKWKcjQ1bEG2Kt_o8qjYbAeCryYwKbMcj6oJapDGKpUzOAEAYAH37PJQKgHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIABEAEYAbEJ9gANtS-NciiACgPYEwI&num=2&sig=AOD64_2nP70ELfoAL5SLKiZHlCbtmw5ELA&client=ca-pub-2937494567949278&adurl=http://www.endofelm.com/brunch-morristown-end-of-elm/

The Committee to Re-Elect Ras Baraka paid Elite Strategies
$95,000 between April 2015 through April 2017 for consulting
services and coordinating a fundraiser, records filed with

the New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commission show.

Jumah also made a $500 contribution to The Committee to Re-
Elect Ras J Baraka 2018 in September.

Karen Yi may be reached at kyi@njadvancemedia.com. Follow
her on Twitter at @karen_yi or on Facebook.
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